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two successive formations, as "black- white," and Konnexionen, a single 
formation, as "black-cloth." The distinction sets the difference between 
simultaneous and successive associations in a new light. The author throws 
out a hint that the two classes may arise from different Aufgaben or Ab- 
sichten. And this hint leads the reviewer to observe that Aufgabe and 
Tendenz ought as certainly to be taken into account for motives and causes 
of reproduction as are the overt processes of the associating mind. But 
Wreschner worked, — it must be noted, — before or beside Ach and Watt 
and Messer. 

Wreschner' s reaction-times show the most astonishing uniformities and 
the most constant and suggestive differences both as regards age, sex, and 
education, and as regards the nature of the stimulus and of the reaction- 
word. His liberal use of the arithmetical mean as a representative value 
is in part offset by frequent rearrangement of data. The monograph 
abounds in careful analysis and ingenious, though at times suspiciously 
acute, interpretation. Its completion will be awaited with interest. 

Madison Bentley. 
Cornell University. 

The Stoic Creed. By William L. Davidson. Edinburgh, T. and T. 

Clark, 1907. — pp. xxiii, 247. 

Professor Davidson has written this work mainly to explain the signifi- 
cance of the Stoic philosophy for the problems of religion and morality. To 
the Stoics and to the people of their time, the problems of conduct and 
religion had come to be the chief concern of philosophical speculation. An 
introductory sketch of the work of Socrates, and of his relation to the 
Sophists and to the Stoa forms a serviceable preface. Then follows a brief 
chapter on the historical representatives of the Stoic doctrines in Greece 
and Rome. In the second and third sections of the work, the whole of 
the Stoic Philosophy, including Epistemology, Physics, Ethics, and 
Theology, is discussed. 

The discussions show a considerable departure from the traditional mode 
of treating the history of philosophy. In the first place, the book is written 
in popular style for a general audience, but at the same time it is on a high 
plane of scholarship. It is strikingly lucid and every page shows that the 
writer has diligently pursued and investigated the sources with which the 
subject deals. Illustrative matter is drawn from a wide range of contem- 
porary literature, and the illustrations enliven and illumine these theories 
of a remote past. Particularly interesting is the Way in which the author 
first states the content of the Stoic doctrine, and then subjects it to criticism 
from a purely modern standpoint, thus bringing into clear relief its salient 
features, sometimes by contrasting it with the Epicurean system, again with 
the Christian religion, or again with ideas drawn from contemporary philo- 
sophical literature. This has the effect of giving vitality and distinctness 
to the notions discussed. Histories of philosophy are generally content to 
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record theories as facts. Davidson's services in the volume before us con- 
sist to a large extent in an evaluation of the facts. 

Because the Stoics emphasized the practical side of philosophy, its rela- 
tion to conduct and human activities, the author has added to his treatment 
of Stoicism, a supplementary chapter on Pragmatism and Humanism, — a 
discussion of voluntarism vs. intellectualism. The discussion is so good 
that the reader will be glad to forgive its somewhat doubtful relevancy to 
the main business of the volume. 

Wm. A. Hammond. 
Cornell University. 
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